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Date is set for Dale Group calls for more 
Farm eviction hearing legal traveller sites 


THE long-awaited judicial review 
over the decision to evict hun- 
dreds of travellers illegally living 
at Dale Farm will be heard in 
October. 

Basildon Council was today 
notified of the provisional court 
date more than ten months after 
travellers from Oak Lane, Crays 
Hill launched the challenge. 

At the High Court hearing, 
expected to last more than a week, 
travellers will argue the council 
should not be allowed to evict 
them because its decision to evict 
them was unlawful. 

The Commission for Racial 


Equality has been allowed to take 
part on the side of the travellers. 

However, the council will argue 
it has carried out the procedure 
correctly and an injunction block- 
ing it from evicting should go. 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley said: “It is a disgrace that 
nearly a year after the appeal was 
lodged we still have months to 
wait for the hearing. This is a sit- 
uation that needs to be resolved 
for everyone concerned.” 

Dale Farm spokesman Richard 
Sheridan said: “This is an impor- 
tant hearing for us - we are fight- 
ing for our homes.” 


A MAJOR race relations body 
today called on councils to 
move to provide sites for trav- 
ellers. 

The Government-funded 
Commission for Racial 
Equality, which is backing 
travellers in a High Court bat- 
tle to stop Basildon Council 
evicting them, said local 
authorities must provide sites 
to stop the growing crisis of 
illegal camps. 

The quango made the 
announcement after a study 
into the issue of travelling 
communities. 


The panel, including trav- 
ellers, consulted 200 local 
authorities and 400 other con- 
cerned parties before annouc- 
ing 500 acres of land national- 
ly needs to be set aside to 
accommodate a shortage of 
4,500 pitches. 

Joe Jones, a traveller active- 
ly involved in the “Save Dale 
Farm" campaign and the com- 
mission’s study welcomed the 
announcement. 

He said: “This is the only 
way forward for councils to 
accept the need for sites and 
meet their responsibility." 




